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In response to the Office Action dated December 16, 2002, designated paper no. 11, the 
Examiner issued a restriction requirement to elect species based on Figures 7 and 9 of the 
application of the claims still under consideration. 

Although the Applicant does not concede the propriety of the restriction requirement in 
paper no. 11, in order to expedite prosecution, the claims 7-11, 15-24, 27, and 28 as directed to 
the species principally illustrated in Figure 7 are hereby elected with traverse. 

With respect to the election of claims readable on the embodiment of Figure 7, Applicant 
asserts that the claims 7-12, 15-24, 27, and 28 are readable on the embodiment of Figure 7. 
However, Applicant respectfully disagrees with the assertion that no claims are generic to both 
the embodiment in Figure 7 and the embodiment shown in Figure 9. In fact, it is contended that 
claims 7, 8, 1 1, 12, 15-18, 20-22, 27, and 28 are generic to both embodiments. 

As for claim 12, Applicant hereby requests that the Examiner vacate the decision to 
withdraw claim 12 from consideration. Upon further inspection of claim 12, it is Applicant's 
position that claim 12 would read on the embodiments in Figures 1, 7, and 9. Therefore, 
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Applicant requests that Examiner also consider claim 12 as part of the prosecution on the merits 
in this matter. 

Upon entry of the election as set out above it is believed that prosecution on the merits 
can begin, and all the elected claims 7-28 are in a condition for allowance. Such action is 
earnestly sought. 
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